Why Not Just Start Shooting? 
A Response by J.J. Johnson 

05 . 26.01 


This article is in response to a feedback message we receive in our mailbag. We thought the 
response was worth a public viewing. 


"The grandstanding I read today by J.J. is just so stupid it's hardly worth the effort call to 
your attention. J.J.'s vitriolic temper tantrum pissing contest is yet another example of 
Sierra Times inability to guide it's readership to act decisively. 

Instead of venting an utterly meaningless and useless diatribe against the democrats 
because they didn't play by the rules, why not take this opportunity for a REAL call to arms? 
When have the demoncrats EVER played by the rules? Why should we NOT expect a 
spineless Republican to defect a spineless Republican Party? There's not a whit of difference 
between them. Our salvation as a nation is NOT in the Republican Party and never was. 
These people in both parties play by their own rules and we ought not to forget it. It's high 
time we gave up on these "rule makers" whom we've appointed over us and made up our 
OWN set up rules, like mass civil disobedience. 

Both parties are so far off the map that it's utterly pointless to pretend we can guide them 
back. What this country needs is to replace, yes, REPLACE its existing leadership entirely. 
Have we forgotten that the power has always lain with the People? Why not guide the 
people to embrace the power that is their divine right, and use it effectively instead of 
simply venting? Wasted words, wasted time: how much more of this can this country 
suffer? We don't need yet another website simply venting words, what we need is action. 

Some months ago, I came to realize that Sierra Times was itself unable to chart a clear 
course on what must be done. Instead of being a voice of the people, Sierra Times is really 
no different than a whole bunch of other websites, compromising and complaining and 
never accomplishing much at all. You want to get angry? You want to get mad? Then don't 
vent, do something effective. Make it count. Make your actions speak louder than words. 

It's not words, especially useless ones that we need now as a nation. Let's remember our 
divine right to take our country back and use it." 

- Henry Bowman 

Fine. Then let's just start shooting, shall we? 

(Permission requested to toot our own horn for a bit?) 

But before you pull that trigger, you're going to have deal with the age-old question of who 
to shoot, when to shoot, where to shoot, and most importantly, why you're shooting in the 
first place? If you can't answer these questions to yourself honestly, holster that shootin' 
iron and listen up: 



Would you like the folks at the 01' News Ranch to "spell it out for you"? Let's take a look at 
what Sierra Times has been doing for the last 18 months: 

Before the birth of the News Ranch, a book was written by its editor & Chief titled, " Cracking 
the Liberty Bell ". Keep in mind that it was written back in 1997, and is of course "fiction" - 
the same category of fiction as the well-known novel " Unintended Consequences " by John 
Ross, so powerful that some folks adopted the name of the main character of the book. We 
can assure you, if the tactics of the fictional character "Henry Bowman" were to become 'life 
imitating art', you could be assured it would be covered here (uncensored) at Sierra 
Times.com. 

Perhaps the author of the rant should read, "Cracking the Liberty Bell" before making such 
accusations as listed above. 

Will the 'Henry Bowman' scenario ever take place on American Soil? Frankly, I doubt it. It 
takes the will and the ability to pull it off. In a word: "guts". 

Recently, Sierra Times has covered extensively, the case of Jim Bell, and a Web site case in 
Kirkland Washington . In both cases, all hell broke loose over a few folks in government 
having their personal information made public. Where was the rest of the media? 

You see, you can buy all the guns and ammo you want. But ask yourself what the U.S. 
Military spends the most money on? 1) Payroll 2) intelligence gathering... 

...notice guns and ammo didn't fall in the top two categories. You see, when it comes to 
fighting a war, the boys and girls in uniform know how to set priorities. 

This is what government officials fear worse than any firearm you can purchase - 
knowledge. Information in the citizen's hands giving them the power to take any action they 
feel necessary. This might explain why there are so many visitors from a government ISP 
here at Sierra Times. 

Oh - where is "Henry Bowman" when you need him? 

But no, Sierra Times hasn't led anyone to do anything - Enter the "Nation Divided" Series" - 
when, while most folks were calling for Sore-Loserman signs, and whining about military 
votes being tossed out, this News Ranch was busy mobilizing the truckers of the nation to 
put on the brakes, and bring this country to a halt (Operation Truck Stop 2000). That's 
called: "Civil Disobedience". Where were the other news organizations? 

Speaking of 'civil disobedience', Sierra Times provided on-the-scene reports of The Jarbidqe 
Shovel Brigade , the Klamath Falls. Bucket Brigade, and the Eureka Log Haul . Each case 
showing outright defiance of federal authority. Where were the other news organizations? 

Sorry that we weren't here giving you detailed instructions on how to start, conduct, and 
win the Second American Civil War - we've been out covering it. 

That's what you folks with your fingers on the triggers need to understand. While you're 
waiting for some war to commence, some would say that you're a few years behind the 
curve. We are at war, people - you just don't see too many bullets flying. 











Wanna help wage a war? 


Charlene Sanders (a Sierra Times Ranch Hand) has been alerting the audience to the war 
on Real America's children in their schools. With half the nation voting for George Bush, 
most of that voting block is fed up with the way schools are run, but won't even THINK of 
taking their children out of these free-fire zones. If that were to happen, the public 
education system would be dead on arrival, thus our children would not be brainwashed 
with a socialist mindset. Would you prefer that Sierra Times advocated folks to yank their 
kids from these schools? 

Answer: We already did. 

Sierra Sue Callaway (a Sierra Times Ranch Hand) has been doing a series of articles on the 
FAILED system of Medicare - alerting folks to its potential dangers. What if everyone just 
stopped using state-sponsored Health Care? Think we might live longer? Have more control 
over our own lives? Think Sierra Times should advocate finding alternatives, thus taking 
power back from the federal government? 

Answer: We already have. 

How about Jury Power ? There's a way to turn things around in this nation's sick court 
system. Sure, it's about five down from the right to keep and bear arms, but just as 
important. Should Sierra Times advocate people educating potential jurors on their rights 
and responsibilities; telling them they have the right and the power to judge not only the 
facts, but also the law itself? 

Answer: We already have. 

This is where the war is, people. It's not some video game-like presentation that you saw in 
the Gulf War. It's not the jungles of Southeast Asia. It's not storming the beaches in France 
or the Philippines. This war is fought in the battlefield of public opinion. If wanna fight a 
war, you need information. 

As I have said before, if the Second Amendment was so important to preserving liberty, 
then why didn't our forefathers write it first? Remember, they had just defeated the most 
powerful army in the world - the British. They knew that something more powerful had to 
be created to ensure the sovereign's victory over the next tyrant. 

That's why they wrote the First Amendment First. Many folks say, "Without the Second 
Amendment, the first one means nothing". In my opinion, that statement should be 
reversed. 

Since there are those who will obviously disagree and can't wait to start shooting, we'll give 
you a good target to start with - your television. Yes, pepper that baby with all your practice 
rounds. I can only *dream* of the chaos that would ensue if 80 million gun owners did that 
on the same day. It could set the enemy back 5 years. 

But if it's people you want to shoot - if you really want to conduct a Henry Bowman type 
strategy across America, then don't look toward Sierra Times to give you that order. 


Look in the mirror. 





We have no right to give you such an order, nor do we have any expectations of anyone 
carrying out such an order if one is given. You've heard of an "Army of One"? Well, that's 
what you'll be dealing with. You have to make the decision. You have to take the initiative. 
You have to deal with the "Unintended Consequences" of your actions. Think about it - Do 
you have the guts? Or are you waiting for someone else to fire the first shot so the rest of 
us can say, "I don't know him, and would never advocate doing such a thing." 

That's right America - that's war; at least the war some of you may want. When the balloon 
goes up, and it's kill or be killed, live in the wild, on the run from federal agents; hearing 
news reports of friends and family getting their heads blown off, or burned to a crisp - 
watching that news babe report it with a smile on her face, and the authorities explaining 
how it was all "their fault". Disorganization, disunity, chaos, blood, sweat and tears, and pay 
raises for the killers. 

Most would be rounded up before a shot was ever fired. 

And yes, the folks at Sierra Times should give you the order to start shooting(?) 

WAKE UP AMERICA! 

If you want to wage a war against this machine that has never been seen before, the tools 
are at your disposal. Global communication is immediate. Think about how much 
information this government has on you? For Centuries, the kings and queens of the world 
remained in power simply because they held control over information. 

Those days are changing. 

When that next raid happens, we may not get there, but we can learn within hours of what 
took place, which was involved, and what was lost. Try sending that information to other 
news sites and see which parts of that story will land in the trash can. What about that 
victory for our side you hear about in court on your car radio? That story may never see the 
light of day on TV, but it'll get coverage here. 

When the government is doing someone wrong (which is daily now), we try to get all the 
information we can. But this institution known as Sierra Times is meant to be your news 
service, with the eyes and ears of Real America being the readers themselves. We are not 
your generals. We are not your soldiers. We get and post the information that comes from 
the battlefield, to the battlefield. 

I know your frustration - Hell, we're frustrated too. We have to live in that same world, 
hearing each other's' stories about the personal fights we have to go through with 
government everyday. Is it worth it? Of course not. Still each night, we take another gut 
check up and keep fighting, knowing there will be solders out there depending on us for the 
information they need. 

What happened this week in the U.S. Senate was ongoing political warfare. In our 
commentary , we acknowledged that and gave fellow conservatives clear guidance on how to 
fight back. 




"...My suggestion to local GOP offices and the National RNC would be to start backing 
'conservative' challengers to these leftists in the PRIMARIES. If you're gonna be a RINO 
(Republican in name only), then to hell with you. Go sit on Hillary's lap..." 

This is the key, folks. Both parties know that our side owns the local GOP caucuses. It's time 
to start using them - even in the face of the RNC. I'm saying that before we start getting in 
the dems face again, we'd better start doing political battle in our own ranks. What 
happened to the folks that got Reagan elected? Certainly we haven't all died off. 

We need to reach the elected GOP and tell them that in most cases, we're closer to the 
common folk of the country, and they don't need some Madison Avenue PR machine to get 
their message out. Most conservatives are straight shooters - just talk straight to us, and 
tell us what you think - not what's politically correct. 

...And NO MORE COMPROMISING. 

If there is something that we just can't tolerate, then we DON'T tolerate it. We only back 
the candidates who have no desire to LIVE in Washington D.C, or get poisoned by the power 
there. Remember: They need us. They need every vote they can get. If these soft 
republicans don't wanna get the hint that we actually LIKE the Tom Delay/Ron Paul types, 
then they can go pander for Ralph Nader voters, and their money. In reference to the Rush 
Limbaugh types (who think having the majority is enough), what good is having your side in 
power when the other agenda still moves forward? We only vote for republicans these days 
to stop liberals. Liberals only vote democrat to stop conservatives. Fact is - neither have 
any respect for America the way they should. 

We CAN fix America, people. But the lesson from Jeffords is: Let's start by cleaning our own 
house first. 

J.J. Johnson 
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